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4.1 – SE/14/03298/FUL Date expired 6 February 2015 

PROPOSAL: External alterations to existing single-storey chapel to 

include remodelling of the entrance lobby with a new front 

single-storey extension, installation of  high level window to 

the main frontage and  infill extension to kitchen, alteration 

to fenestration and new perimeter fencing on north 

elevation. 

LOCATION: Dunton Green Faithworks, The Old Chapel , London Road, 

Dunton Green Sevenoaks TN13 2TB  

WARD(S): Dunton Green & Riverhead 

ITEM FOR DECISION 

The application has been called to the Development Control Committee by the Chief 

Planning Officer due to the sensitive and complex nature of the site's planning history. 

RECOMMENDATION: That planning permission be GRANTED subject to the following 

conditions:- 

1) The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three 

years from the date of this permission. 

In pursuance of section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

2) The materials to be used in the construction of the external surfaces of the 

development hereby permitted shall match those used on the existing building. 

To ensure that the appearance of the development is in harmony with the existing 

character of the area as supported by Policy EN1 of the Sevenoaks Allocations and 

Development Management Plan.. 

3) The development shall be carried out in accordance with the following plans, 

13051 205 P2 (proposed only) 13051 204 P2 (proposed only), 13051 201 P1, 13051 

203 P1 (proposed only), 13051 206 P1 (proposed only), 13051 202 P1 (proposed only) 

For the avoidance of doubt and in accordance with proper planning as supported by 

policy EN1 of the Allocations and Development Management Plan and the National 

Planning Policy Framework. 

4) The use hereby permitted shall only be carried out between the hours of 0800 

and 1730 Monday to Friday and not at all of Saturdays, Sundays and Bank/Public 

Holidays. 

To safeguard the amenity of the area and the amenities of 187 London Road as 

supported by Policy EN1 of the Allocations and Development management Plan. 

Note to Applicant 

In accordance with paragraphs 186 and 187 of the NPPF Sevenoaks District Council 

(SDC) takes a positive and proactive approach to development proposals.  SDC works 
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with applicants/agents in a positive and proactive manner, by; 

• Offering a duty officer service to provide initial planning advice, 

• Providing a pre-application advice service, 

• When appropriate, updating applicants/agents of any small scale issues that may 

arise in the processing of their application, 

• Where possible and appropriate suggesting solutions to secure a successful 

outcome, 

• Allowing applicants to keep up to date with their application and viewing all 

consultees comments on line 

(www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/environment/planning/planning_services_online/654.as

p), 

• By providing a regular forum for planning agents, 

• Working in line with the NPPF to encourage developments that improve the 

improve the economic, social and environmental conditions of the area, 

• Providing easy on line access to planning policies and guidance, and 

• Encouraging them to seek professional advice whenever appropriate. 

In this instance the applicant/agent: 

1) Was updated on the progress of the planning application. 

Background 

1 The application was originally called to the Development Control Committee on 

12.03.15, by Cllr. Brown so that the highways implications and the impact on the 

street scene could be discussed.  

2 The original recommendation was for approval.   The original report is attached as 

Appendix 1.  

3 In summary the officer’s report stated that;  

• The original application was for external works to the building (single storey 

lobby, infill kitchen, high level window, perimeter fencing and changes to 

fenestration.) 

• The application was not for a change of use. The officer’s report stated 

that both the use as a chapel and as a nursery fall within D1 of the Use 

Class Order, and therefore using the property as a nursery could be carried 

out without planning permission.  

• Kent Highway’s raised concerns regarding the impact of the nursery use on 

highway safety. However, they also said that as these concerns were 

related to the use and not the development proposed, it would be 

unreasonable to refuse the application on highways grounds.  

• The proposed works would not have an impact on the amenity of the 

neighbouring property, 187 London Road.  
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• The proposed works had been designed to reflect the character of the 

existing building and would not have an unacceptable impact on the street 

scene.  

4 The application was deferred for approval, subject to the agreement of the local 

ward member.  It was agreed that officers would gain more evidence as to when 

the chapel was last in use, and to gain a legal opinion in regard to whether or not 

the D1 use as a chapel had been abandoned.  

5 The legal advice received by the Council was received on 2.04.15. 

6 In summary the legal advice states that;  

• The application site is a lawful D1 use, and that this use has not been 

abandoned.  

• That it is not open to the Council to argue that the proposed nursery 

amounts to a material change of use in the use of the building, by way of 

intensification which would require planning permission. 

• That it would not be appropriate for the Council to refuse planning 

permission for the operational development on the basis that it would 

facilitate the use of the Old Chapel as a nursery.  

 

Conclusion 

7 Given the above, the D1 use of the application site is not considered to be 

abandoned, and therefore the site can be used as a nursery without consent.  In 

addition, it would be unreasonable to refuse the application for the operational 

development on the grounds that it would facilitate the nursery use or lead to a 

possible intensification of the use of the site.  

8 Whilst the Highways comments are noted, as the D1 use of the site has now been 

established, it would be unreasonable to refuse the application on the grounds of 

highways safety.  

9 The proposal would not have an unacceptable impact on the street scene or the 

amenities of the neighbouring properties.  It would therefore comply with the 

National Planning Policy Framework and policies EN1 and EN2 of the Allocations 

and Development Management Plan.  

10 Therefore, the officers’ recommendation remains unchanged.  

Contact Officer(s): Deborah Miles  Extension: 7360 

Richard Morris  

Chief Planning Officer 

Link to application details: 

http://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=NDIZJ5BKHG300  

Link to associated documents: 

http://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=NDIZJ5BKHG300  
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Original report (DC Committee 12.03.2015) – APPENDIX 1 
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